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Violence! Silence! Silence! Violence! Time!
Time has come for us to move on.We must move on.

There is a new spirit rising.
I turn my back when I hold my tongue

I cannot be silent.
I cannot stand by and leave these words unsung.

I cannot be silent. 
Trust and praise is reason to make better choices.

But it’s our duty to speak for the voiceless.
We must hear their broken cries.

It starts with listening.
This is the re-creation of  the listening…

Interruption, oppression, suppression, exploitation, 
violence, control, hypocrisy…

Somehow, this madness must stop.
To be on the right side of  the revolution

means it’s time we shift our view of  peace 
so we can alter our evolution.

War is not the way.
Can we be tranquil and somewhat tame,

rational while we stay sane?
Solve the problem with a solution thereof.

That being unconditional love?
Love.

Not as a weak condition.
But as the key for the ignition of  peace.

The time is now.
There is a new spirit rising.

We must act in the face of  risk.
We must choose to transform,

and we need to be brisk.
I cannot be silent. I will not be silent.

It is time to close the gap,
and stop the distancing, stop inhibiting,

stop what we are witnessing.

It’s time to break the silence with the listening.

The Listening
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     In the United States over four-
teen million people sing in choirs, 
according to Chorus America. 
Until relatively recently, the cho-
ral art has been relatively isolated 
from the social justice movement, 
yet there have been several initia-
tives from the American Choral 
Directors Association and Cho-
rus America, and from educa-
tional and religious institutions 
to make the choral art more rele-
vant, diverse, and subversive. 
     One of  many challenges for 
conductors and artistic leaders 
is the lack of  repertoire and the 
deficit of  programming mod-
els. VOICES 21C’s project seeks 
to address both these issues by 
building on existing works to 

V    I C E S  2 1 C

create a long-form and cohesive 
narrative blending the choral art 
with imaginative and innovative 
practices, borrowing from kines-
thetic art and theatre.
     This group seeks to combine 
technical proficiency with cre-
ativity and compassion, creating 
meaning in performance by con-
necting musical messages to so-
cial justice issues in the US and 
abroad, representing the voices 
of  the silenced, the forgotten, 
and the marginalized. 
     In 2016, VOICES 21C’s pro-
gram in France focused on in-
ternational immigration, and in 
2017, it became one of  the only 
American choirs to collaborate 
with both Israeli and Palestinian 
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artists in Israel and in the West Bank. Then in 2018, to draw attention 
to the tensions between Mexico and the US, VOICES 21C gave per-
formances and collaborated in Mexico with community partners in 
both Cuernavaca and Mexico City. 2019 brought VOICES 21C to the 
world-renowned triennial Choralies Festival in Vaison-la-Romaine, 
France, to share “Half  the Sky,” a program of  music by women, and 
works that highlight women’s issues. This festival allowed VOICES 
21C to connect with hundreds of  international choral organizations.
     Since its inaugural year, VOICES 21C has annually represented 
prison narratives and has worked with former prisoners in perfor-
mance. The choir has also performed a complete Islamic program, 
annually presented by Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture, the only 
such American choir to undertake such a repertoire challenge in the 
days of  Islamophobia. This year’s performance will take place on 
March 29, 2020 at The Vilna Shul in Beacon Hill, Boston.
     As for the group’s leadership structure, VOICES 21C utilizes an 
egalitarian leadership model, meaning every member is on an even 
playing field with the artistic director, and can contribute to any de-
gree during the rehearsal process. VOICES 21C also has a leadership 
team of  around eight volunteer members for most financial, artistic, 
communication, and logistical decisions.
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